
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Program Overview 

 

The World Language Department provides elective courses designed to acquaint students 
with the many aspects of the languages and cultures of selected lands. Interested 
students are encouraged to learn a world language whether the goal is conversational, 
vocational, or college-preparatory. World language classes emphasize speaking, reading, 
and writing. One year of a world language meets the LGHS Visual/Performing Art 
requirement for graduation. However, it does not meet the college Visual/Performing Art 
requirement. Two years of a world language meets the minimum admission requirement 
for most four-year colleges. (Three years is strongly recommended.) 
 

P-French 1 

Recommended Prerequisites:  None 

French 1 is an exciting course designed for students with limited or no experience with 
the French language. This course will explore Francophone cultures, and students will 
begin to develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in a culturally 
appropriate context. At the end of this academic course, students will be able to converse 
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with others in French by using appropriate greetings and talking about school subjects, 
family and friends, foods and cultural activities, and much more! 
 

P-French 2 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level French class 

In French 2, students will continue to develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing. Longer target language readings are introduced and students will begin to 
compose short essays. Students are expected to only use target language during class 
time. At the end of this academic course, some of the topics on which the students will be 
able to converse include: technology, art, travel, and cuisine. 
 

P-French 3 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level French class 

This course, taught entirely in French, will round out the basic knowledge acquired in 
levels 1 and 2 by focusing particular attention to more advanced conversations and 
composition. More complex points of grammar will be presented, and students are 
expected to apply these points in their daily communication. Further structured practice in 
the four skills and enhanced cultural awareness will enable students to perform 
communicative functions at a higher level. Students will read from and discuss a variety of 
literary sources.  
 

P-French 4 H 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level French class 

In French 4 Honors, students will participate in lengthy target language activities including 
debates and discussions.  Some of the themes covered in the French 4 Honors course 
include:  family life, the media and technology, historical movements and French 
holidays.  The class will be conducted entirely in French and students are expected to 
only use the target language. 
 

P-French Language AP 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level French class 

In French 5 AP, students will work to perfect their skills and knowledge in order to be 
successful on the French Language AP Exam (given in May).  Students are expected to 
participate in complex discussions regarding topics such as global challenges, personal 
and public identities, beauty and aesthetics, and contemporary life. 
 

P-Japanese 1 

Recommended Prerequisites:  None 

Japanese 1 is a course designed to introduce and develop the basics of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing in Japanese and to prepare students for global citizenship. 
Students learn to understand and talk about a variety of topics, including self, family, likes 
and dislikes, school, food, hobbies, and activities. Emphasis in the first semester is on 
learning to recognize the symbols in the hiragana syllabary system and on language 
acquisition and listening comprehension rather than production. By World Language 
Course Descriptions the second semester, students begin to write paragraphs and short 
stories, make oral presentations, participate in dialogues, and recognize and write simple 
kanji. Hands-on cultural experiences are integrated throughout the year and technology is 
a key component of the course. 



 

P-Japanese 2 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Japanese class 

Japanese 2 is the continuation of the beginning level course in Japanese. The focus of 
the course is on the further development of written and oral communication skills and 
intermediate grammatical patterns. Students are expected to acquire proficiency in 
reading and writing katakana and approximately 50 kanji. Communication activities that 
reflect real life situations are an integral part of the course, and collaboration is 
encouraged. Students use a variety of technology to support development of their 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills. The study of Japanese cultural practices, 
products, and perspectives are integrated throughout the curriculum. 
 

P-Japanese 3/3H 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Japanese class 

Japanese 3/3H Both courses are conducted concurrently and taught primarily in 
Japanese. The focus is on the mastery of the intermediate level skills in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing and further development of cultural literacy. Students 
reinforce and expand their language skills by writing in a variety of genres and interacting 
with materials from a variety of sources, including print media and the Internet, and are 
expected to be able to recognize and use kanji in authentic contexts. The aim of the 3H 
course is to prepare students for the AP Japanese Language and Culture course, which 
follows Japanese 3H. The amount of required kanji for mastery in 3H is greater than for 
the Japanese 3 course.  
 

P-Japanese Language AP 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Japanese class 

AP Japanese Language supports students as they develop the productive, receptive, and 
cultural skills necessary to communicate with native speakers of Japanese. The content 
of the course is woven around the framework of the three models of communication 
outlined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century; 
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational. A major component of the course is to 
prepare students for the Advanced Placement exam in Japanese language. Students will 
expand and reinforce their language skills by writing in a variety of genres and interacting 
with a variety of media, including magazine articles, selections from literature, the 
Internet, and films. They will explore cultural topics within the context of their language 
study and will be expected to function primarily in the target language. 
 

P-Japanese 5 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Japanese class 

In Japanese 5, students participate in individualized experiences based on interests 
recognized and developed during their work in AP Japanese Language. Students will be 
expected to do supplementary reading and personalized assignments conducive to such 
study. Students who have successfully completed AP Japanese will be eligible for 
enrollment in the class. 
 



P-Spanish 1 

Recommended Prerequisites:  None 

Spanish 1 is designed to prepare students for real-world language use and global 
citizenship. The course introduces students to the grammar, structures, and vocabulary of 
the Spanish language through a variety of activities designed to develop listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills. Cultural study and hands-on experiences are 
integrated throughout the course, and technology is also an integral part of classroom 
instruction and practice. One essential component of student success in the course is oral 
participation. 
 

P-Spanish 2 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Spanish class. Students from 
other schools (primarily middle schools) complete a Diagnostic Readiness Assessment.  
Spanish 2 builds on the listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills developed in 
Spanish 1. Students learn to use and understand more complex and sophisticated 
grammar structures. Oral communication continues to be an integral part of the 
course along with an increased emphasis on reading and writing skills. Cultural study is 
integrated throughout the course.  Students regularly use a variety of technical, 
collaborative, and independent methods for practice and cultural research. 
 

P-Spanish 3 in the Global Community 

Recommended Prerequisites:  C- or higher in previous level Spanish class 

Spanish 3 in the Global Community is an experiential course that builds on the listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills acquired in the previous levels.  Students continue 
their Spanish studies within the context of cultural units that integrate history, the arts, 
foods, customs, and the local community. The course is conducted almost exclusively in 
Spanish and many of the assessments are project-based. This course does not include 
preparation for Spanish 4H. 
 

P-Spanish 3 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Spanish class 

In Spanish 3, students continue their language study within the context of cultural units 
that integrate history, the arts, foods, and customs while building on the skills of listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills from the previous level. It moves at a faster pace 
than Spanish 3 in the Global Community and includes a greater emphasis on advanced 
level grammar concepts. The course is conducted exclusively in Spanish and is designed 
to prepare students for the Spanish 4H course. 
 

P-Spanish 4H 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Spanish class 

Spanish 4H expands and strengthens the skills acquired in the prior courses. This class 
reviews advanced level grammar concepts and places emphasis on oral and written 
communication. Students learn and discuss current events from periodicals, radio, and 
television sources. Civilization, culture, and art are part of the curriculum, and mini-units 
on particular topics will explore and focus on active vocabulary building. Students will also 
read and discuss representative works of Spanish and Latin American literature and 
cinema.  
 



P-Spanish 5 AP 

Recommended Prerequisites:  B- or higher in previous level Spanish class 

This is a one-year college-level course for which college credit may be received 
depending on the student’s score on the Spanish Language Advanced Placement exam. 
Structures from prior study will be reviewed. Student activities include in-depth analysis of 
challenging literary sources, contemporary publications, and selections from radio, 
television, and major cinematic works. The study of civilization, culture, and art will be part 
of the curriculum. Critical thinking will be enhanced through active participation in 
discussion and demanding writing assignments, and supplementary reading will be 
required. Preparation for the Advanced Placement exam is incorporated throughout the 
class curriculum. 
 

P-Chinese 1 

Recommended Prerequisites:  None 

Chinese 1 will introduce Chinese characters, pinyin, grammar, and culture. Emphasis will 
be placed on the acquisition of basic vocabulary, communication skills and writing. 
Chinese holidays, life styles, and customs will be introduced through textbooks, 
supplementary materials and audio-visual aids. 

 


